The m a j o r woodland-forage site in Central and South Florida is the flatwoods site. Originally, this was an open forest of common slash pine (Pinus elliottii var elliottlii) with an understory of shrubs and tall grasses. Under the influence of a tropical or sub-tropical c 1 i m a t e 1 a r g e amounts of herbage were produced, much of which was ungrazed. Unused g r a s s termed "rough" by present day ranchers was a fire hazard to early day turpentine operations. Burning of the accumulated grass was often done to protect the gum producing trees. Earlier, Indians often used fire to lure game into the "greened-up" areas. Cattlemen have long recognized a decided increase in body weight of cattle which grazed the new growth of grass made available by burning the accumulated rough (Dacy 1940) . Seasonal analyses of pineland threeawn (Aristida stricta) indicate a higher nutritive value in spring months on burned than on unburned ranges and a sharp decline under both treatments during late May and June (Halls et. al. 1952) . Livestock placed on freshly burned areas will utilize nearly all grass species equally well until May or June. At this time the palatability of pineland threeawn or "wiregrass" decreases sharply. The more desirable or tall, broadleafed grasses, however, are generally selectively grazed through much of the growing season. The process of repeated burning and uncontrolled grazing has created the p r e s e n t wiregrass ranges w h i c h produce approximately 700 pounds of air-dry forage per acre. This herbage is generally available only during a twomonth period in the early spring (Southern Forest Experiment Station 1958) .
Well over 350 native species of grass are found in Florida, 147 of which furnish forage (Hitchcock 1951; Rummell 1957) . Very few have been closely observed for their reaction to grazing or position in p 1 a n t succession. Technical assistance to 1 a n downers in organized Soil Conservation Districts in Florida has focused the attention of ranchers on several important species on the flatwoods range site. Some have been mentioned only briefly in previous literature as being a part of the composition of a wiregrass range (Biswell et. al. 1943) . Others were briefly recognized as contributing in part to the total available forage and classified as broad-leaf grasses or broom sedge or miscellaneous (Halls et. al. 1956 ).
The most widespread desirable native grass being managed on South Florida ranges is creeping bluestem (Andropogon stolonifer) (Figure 1 The sheath is very wide, strongly keeled and cuts back sharply to form the blade-thus the name, cutthroat. Cutthroat grass, in pure stands, will produce approximately 800 pounds air-dry herbage by April 1 and a maximum of 3200 pounds by August 1. Seed is produced in June or July. Regrowth is rapid, often producing as much as 12 to 14" within 25 days following a clipping at any one time during the growing season. It is readily grazed by all classes of livestock during spring and summer.
It is considered excellent winter forage when high protein supplements a r e furnished. The main grasses associated w i t h cutthroat are chalky and creeping bluestem and lopsided Indiangrass.
Two species of toothachegrass, Ctenium aromaticum, a bunchgrass and C. floridanum, a rhizomatous plant, occur throughout the sloughs and flatwoods sites. Both are warm season perennials. Growth commences in late January and seeds are produced in April or May. Regrowth continues until October. Portions of the base of the culms immediately beneath the soil surface produce a deadening effect on the tongue and gums when chewed.
This medicinal qua 1 it y gave these species their common name. The flowering stalks, frequently 3-4 feet tall, have spikelets arranged on one side of the rachis. Toothachegrass furnishes fair to good forage during spring and summer. It is utilized with other desirable grasses in fall and winter when protein supplements are fed.
Lopsided Indiangrass ( Figure  3) 
